Ahmad S. A.: Petrorhagia sarbaghiae (Caryophyllaceae), a new species form Kurdistan, Iraq.
During 2011 -2013, the author conducted extensive floristic fieldwork in the Hawraman Mountains, Kurdistan, Iraq, as part of his Ph.D. research. This mountain series is part of the Zagros Range, and it is located along the Iraqi-Iranian border some 50 km E of Sulaimani City. Several novelties and many additions to the flora of Iraq were discovered during that research, of which one is described herein. Diagnosis -Petrorhagia sarbaghiae is easily distinguished from all perennial species of Petrorhagia in the Flora of Turkey and Flora iranica areas by possessing the following combination of characters: plants perennial, eglandular, glabrous except for calyx; caudex compactly branched; stems erect, rather slender, rigid; flowers in a monochasium, subsessile; calyx tubular, 5 -7 mm long, moderately short-pilose; petals white, linear; fruits obovoid.
Petrorhagia sarbaghiae
Description -Herbs perennial, eglandular. Caudex compactly branched, woody, covered with stem and leaf remains of previous seasons. Stems erect, simple or rarely few branched distally, rather slender, rigid, 15 -35 cm long, glabrous throughout. Basal leaves few, not rosulate, linear, 1-veined, often withered at anthesis. Cauline leaves linear, 3 -7 × c. 0.5 mm, 1-veined, glabrous, base membranous. Flowers 2 -6, forming a monochasium, appressed, subsessile, subtended by 2 or 3 pairs of subulate bracts. Calyx tubular, 5 -7 mm long, membranous to base between lobes, obscurely veined, moderately shortpilose; teeth purplish, subacute, c. 0.5 mm long. Petals white, linear, undifferentiated into blade and claw, 7 -9 × c. 1 mm, apex obtuse. Stamens exserted, 7 -9 mm long. Styles 2. Fruit a capsule, glossy, obovoid, becoming campanulate when dehisced, c. 5 × 2.5 mm, glabrous, apex 4-toothed. Seeds (immature) peltate. Remarks -The novelty described above was initially misplaced in the genus Gypsophila L. as broadly delimited by Barkoudah (1962) to include Petrorhagia (Ser.) Link. However, the availability of additional literature (e.g. Ball & Heywood 1964; Rabeler 1985; Bittrich 1993; Rabeler & Hartman 2005) , as well as the re-examination of the immature seeds, amply demonstrated that the novelty should instead be assigned to Petrorhagia. This genus of some 33 species, which are distributed from the Canary Islands eastward into Kashmir (Mabberley 2008) , is readily distinguished from the larger Gypsophila (c. 150 spp.) by having bracteate (vs ebracteate) flowers and peltate (vs reniform) seeds (Ball & Heywood 1964; Rabeler 1985; Bittrich 1993) . Petrorhagia is represented in the Flora of Turkey and Flora iranica areas by 13 species (Coode & Cullen 1967; Rechinger 1988) , of which eight are annuals and five, including P. sarbaghiae, are suffrutescent perennials with woody caudices or short rhizomes. The perennials are easily distinguished by the following key. 
